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Angel Fund Celebrates 10 years of lending. 
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We were delighted that Gwenyth Wright founder of the first women’s loan fund in New Zealand joined us as keynote speaker  (picture shows Gwenyth with co-ordinator and committee).

The Angel Fund is an expression of a women helping women philosophy.  It was great to come together and celebrate both the resourcefulness of women who borrow money to improve their financial position and the generosity of women and organisations who contribute to the loan fund and administration.
Jan from the committee spoke about the fund and Jude and Cynthia talked about their loans. 
In 10 years, the fund loaned $97,300 to 224 women. More than half (57%) used the loan for business purpose, another 29% for education or training and 14% for transition to work expenses.
The use the loan is put to has changed over time. About 78% of loans are now for business purposes and 18% for education.
You have to have a cake at a birthday party.  Our thanks to Kim from Exquisit at 163 High St for the gorgeous cake.
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Jude was one of the first women to take out a loan with the Angel Fund.  

Jude’s involvement has spanned several years – first as a borrower with a preschooler and later as a supporting angel.  I have reprinted some of her speech from the night.

“Having the support of the Angel Fund has been very helpful to me not only because money has had to stretch many places but also because I have been somewhat of a reluctant student. The Angel Fund has given me that extra push and encouragement to enter the world of tertiary education.”

“My first loan I received from the Angel Fund 10 years ago was for a counselling course as I have always been very interested in other people’s life stories.  The course was by correspondence so there was lots of writing to do and my listening skills had to be recorded by me and sent in along side my written assignments. It was deeply satisfying having my assignments turn up in the mail, read and marked with encouraging marks and remarks from my personal tutor.”
“My second loan was for a course in beauty therapy. I trained and received a full diploma in beauty therapy in 2001. The course was a full year and it was very busy. The anatomy and physiology theory were of great stimulation and on some nights kept me up way past my bedtime   I will always remember my graduation night with fondness as I received many handshakes and some special awards.”
“I have been working in the beauty Industry for several years.  I have met and had lots of contact with other women and it has really taken the pressure off my social life.  I have recently discovered a real affinity with senior citizens and their daily struggles and a large part of my work is now with the elderly.”
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Watch the Web

This year we look forward to developing a web site.  This exciting development should have many positive spin-offs.  

We want our service to be easy to find and easy to use.  As the office only opens part-time, being on the web means we are more available. Loan criteria and application forms will be able to be downloaded directly.

We want to encourage and inspire by sharing the amazing stories of what enterprising women can do with a small loan.
Our thanks to Dove Charitable Trust for making this project possible.
Group Business Coaching

Would you like to be part of a coaching group to help you be more successful in your business?

Patricia and Bella who have experience in coaching, group facilitation and running their own businesses will lead the group.  
There would be 6 two hour sessions 10 am - 12 Fridays. (Course dates 7 Apr, 21 Apr, 5 May, 19 May, 9 June, 16 June).  The course will be held at the Angel Fund, 141 Hereford St. 
Requirements - Must be willing to participate, have fun and be encouraged and encouraging.  

If you are interested contact Koa  366-9978 or Bella 942-2173 (at Waltham Cottage).
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Gwenyth Wright (founding Angel and speaker at our anniversary) Reflects

(excerpts from a speech Gwenyth gave at a recent WLF conference).

“On the brink of retirement I am thinking of what gives me the most satisfaction about my involvement with the Women’s Loan Fund. I have to say - that it exists at all; that women have the philosophy of women helping women.  We all start with a vision and make it a reality.”

“Running a fund starts us thinking about how money is used for good and not so good purposes. We tend to develop strong views about the way money is used. We don’t like to see …the planet degraded for private profit, nor people making a profit out of war or …exploiting cheap labour in poor countries for consumers in wealthy countries.  What of human values? “

“Women’s Loan Funds offer an alternative by being small and local, friendly and personal, human scale and community based.  We put value on women’s work (often unpaid - the love or gift economy) and use the women’s loan funds to create a new way that expresses what we, as women, believe in.”
Facts and Figures of what we’ve been up to.

Since the first loan in 1995 to the end of 2005, the Angel Fund has approved 236 loans totalling $102,200.  During 2005 27 loans were approved; 22 were for home or hobby business and 5 for education and training.

Recent loans were for:

Beads and tools for jewellery business

Course at Canterbury Natural College of Medicine

Building rabbit hutches
Art materials for exhibition
Equipment for beautician 
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The Angel Fund gratefully acknowledges the support of:

United Way

The Canterbury Community Trust

COGS

Dove Trust

Pub Charity & The Lion Foundation

All Donating, lending and saving ANGELS!
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Koa’s comment 

It is great to get this newsletter on the road. I was aiming for Xmas 05 but February is good. 

I didn’t make a New Year Resolution but this year I am going to attend a yoga class. I haven’t found one handy yet but I will.  The Angel Fund’s new thing for the year is to get a website going.  It should be an exciting time.
Generally, I will be in the office Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9 to 3pm – and other times by arrangement. If I’m not in, feel free to leave me a phone or email message.
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HOW TO CONTACT US


Level 3 – 141 Hereford Street


Ph 366 9978 or Fax 3669971


Email: angelfund@xtra.co.nz





CELEBRATE INTERNATIONAL


WOMEN’S DAY


Wednesday 8 March 2006


Cashel Mall 12 – 2pm


Stalls, displays, entertainment- (Taboo, Nancy Stewart…)


Speakers and More
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Great Courses at CPIT





New Outlook for Women


Updating Skills


Self Empowerment for Women


Releasing your Creative Writer


Developing Personal Confidence and Interpersonal Skills
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